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Editorial Desk

Dear BAM Members and Friends,

We are excited to present the 2025 Annual Issue of
Sannikat™ along with the Winter 2025 issue of Sannikat -
The Little Magazine™. Both magazines are created and
edited by BAM volunteers and continues a 30-year tradition
of highlighting the creativity, achievements and spirit of our
Bengali community in Minnesota.

By releasing the annual issue in December, we’ve been able
to include coverage of Durga Puja, Lokkhi Puja and other
year-end events, something not possible in previous years.
This combined edition brings together the voices of our
members, from children to adults, showcasing stories,
poems, art, photographs and memorable moments that
reflect our shared heritage and community pride.

Our heartfelt thanks to every contributor and reader who
continues to believe in this journey. Your enthusiasm keeps
our creative flame alive and reminds us why storytelling still
matters.

Let’s continue to grow together-through words, ideas and
togetherness.

Thanks and Regards,
Sannikat Editorial Team, 2025
Bengali Association of Minnesota
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Message from The President
Dear BAM Members and Well-Wishers,

It is my pleasure to present the 2025 Annual Issue of Sannikat™ along
with the Winter 2025 Issue of Sannikat - The Little Magazine™. For over
30 years, Sannikat™ has served as the Minnesota Bengali community’s
platform to showcase literary and artistic talent, celebrate our
heritage, and highlight the achievements and contributions of our
members. This year’s Annual Issue includes articles, poems, and
artwork from our talented BAM members, along with key highlights
and community updates. The Winter 2025 Issue of The Little
Magazine™ features a delightful collection of children’s art, stories,
and creative expressions.

| extend my sincere thanks to the Editors and Editorial Board Members
of both magazines. Producing two quality publications on a tight
schedule requires dedication and teamwork, and our volunteers have
once again delivered outstanding work. | hope reading these
magazines will inspire more members to contribute in the future. |
would also like to recognize and thank the Governing Body, BAM
Committees, and our adult and youth volunteers. Your tireless service,
energy, and enthusiasm make every BAM initiative possible and help
sustain the strength of our community. The names of Board Members,
Committee Members and Volunteers and the areas or teams that they
contributed to are listed in this issue of Sannikat™. Please take a
minute to find them and convey your appreciation to them. Finally, |
would like to express my sincere gratitude to our BAM members for
your loyalty and contributions to the organization.

Since its founding in 1990 by a small group of Bengali families, BAM
has grown into an organization serving several hundred families
across Minnesota. As our community has expanded and diversified, so
has our annual calendar of events, which includes Saraswati Puja,
Naba Barsha, the Summer Picnic, Durga Puja, Lokkhi Puja, and the
Annual Member Appreciation Lunch. Attendance at our events this
year has reached new heights, with Durga Puja welcoming over 800
attendees-our highest ever.



Our Food, Logistics, Puja, Guest Services, Cultural, and Finance
teams responded impressively to the increased demand.

We also strengthened partnerships with organizations such as IAM,
HSMN, SEWA-AIFW, Feed My Starving Children, and ICOCMN. BAM’s
booth at IndiaFest 2025 winning the Best Regional Booth Award was
a proud moment for us.

Before closing, | would like to take a moment to give a huge shout
out to the following members of the 2025 Board of Directors for their
unflinching support of BAM’s mission and their leadership: BAM Vice
President Hironmoy Das, BAM Secretary Sudhanshu Jena, BAM
Treasurer Sujay Purkayastha, and BAM Directors Ambuja Goswami,
Chandradeep Banerjee, Golak Gunjan Garai, Ipshita Choudhury, and
Prashant Roy. Each of them had to shoulder multiple functional
responsibilities, motivate and lead volunteers, meet challenging
goals and deadlines, and support and coordinate with each other
over the course of the year. They did this enthusiastically, always
striving to provide the best outcomes for our BAM community and

members. Thank you!
| would also like to express my sincere I

gratitude to members of the 2025 Advisory
and Compliance Committee (ACC), ACC
Chair Sayan Mukherji, and ACC Members
Sanjib Basak and Rikhia Basu, for their
continued support, encouragement and
advice. Sayan will complete his current term
as ACC Chair in 2025. We will miss him at
our Governing Body Meetings. | hope that
he will remain involved in BAM and continue

to share his experience and advice with us. E
Congratulations to all our BAM Board Members, Committee Members,

volunteers and members for an exceptional year. Together we
continue to build a vibrant, strong, and welcoming BAM community.

"

With Warm Regards,

Respectfully,

Vijayesh Roy S
President, Bengali Association of Minnesota
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Message from ACC

Sayan Mukherjee
ACC Chair, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)
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Governing Body
Bengali Association on Minnesota (BAM)

Sal:Jcm Mukherjee Vljagesh Ro Hrr“onmog Das
ACC Chair President Vice President

Sudhcmshu Jena Sujag Pu’rkagastha Golak GlmjcmGorai

SQC‘T“GtCl’T“I:] T’T"GClS urer D irector

%;shlta Choudhu’r“g P'r“asha'nt Rog Ambuja Goswami

irector Director Director

Seiriilh Beels Chandradeep Baﬁerjee Rihaasu
ACC Member Director ACC Member




5
&
&
ol

W
“Socigion o

%
2
%:
&
£

13



—&
@

This digital art is created from real photographs of our own
community members, bringing to life the heart of who we are
and how BAM’s core values shine across generations.

At the center is a little girl holding the Indian flag, a reminder
that India lives in our hearts even as we grow up in America.
Our children may graduate from American universities, yet
their journey begins with “Haath e Kori,” the Bengali ritual
marking their very first step into learning. They learn and
perform Indian art forms on Minnesota stages, celebrate our
festivals with pride, speak Bangla at home, and learn to serve
communities here and around the world. This blend of roots
and wings is what makes BAM special, a place where we stay
connected to our culture, to one another, and to the heritage
we lovingly carry forward. - Prashant Roy
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2025 Committee Members

Communications and Media Management

Manages internal and external communication, including social
media, BAM publications (Sannikat annual and Little Magazine,
newsletters, pamphlets), community emails, and website content.
Handles timely release of official announcements from the
President, Officers, ACC Chair, and Committee Chairs. Assists with
surveys for member feedback and drafts external communications
to promote BAM’s public image.

Chair: Vijayesh Roy;

Co-Chairs: Prashant Roy, Sudhanshu Jena and Ambuja Goswami
Email and Social Media Communications Team: Prashant Roy,
Sudhanshu Jena, Ambuja Goswami.

Website & Web Content Support Team: Prashant Roy, Sudhanshu
Jena, Sujay Purkayastha.

2025 BAM Publications Team:

Sannikat - Annual magazine

Editorial Board: Diti Bhadra, Anuradha Bhunia, Sonali Das, Saswati
Munshi, Debasmita Mukherjee, Haimanti Moulik, Trishita Banerjee,
Abhrajeet Roy, Sanjib Basak, Prashant Roy, Vijayesh Roy.

Sannikat - The Little magazine

Junior Editors: Subhangee Das, Arnav Chakraborty

Senior Editors/Mentors: Debasmita Mukherjee, Saswati Munshi, Diti
Bhadra and Abhrajeet Roy

Junior Editorial Planning Team: Ayush Brahma, Shiladitya Pal,
Shayaan Purkyastha, Subhangee Das, Arnav Chakraborty, Aditya
Brahma, Mishti Choudhury, Shivali Choudhury.
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Membership Committee

Handles membership drives, maintains the roster, processes new
applications, resolves member issues, and ensures timely renewals.
Updates records and prepares voting member lists for elections
and GBMs. Manages the registration desk at events and GBMs, and
coordinates volunteer and member recognition initiatives.

Chair: Vijayesh Roy; Co-Chairs: Sudhanshu Jena, Sujay Purkayastha,
Prashant Roy, Ambuja Goswami

Members: Ipshita Choudhury, Hironmoy Das, Sayan Mukherjee
Member Experience and Engagement, Event Registration,
Member Issues Resolution: Prashant Roy, Sujay Purkayastha,
Sudhanshu Jena, Ambuja Goswami, Hironmoy Das, Sayan
Mukherjee, Vijayesh Roy

Member Database Development; Interim Membership Solutions:
Sudhanshu Jena, Prashant Roy, Ipshita Choudhury, Sujay
Purkayastha

Member Accounting and Billing/Analytics: Sujay Purkayastha,
Sudhanshu Jena

Youth Volunteer Recruitment and Development: Ambuja Goswami
Volunteer and Member Recognition: Vijayesh Roy, Ambuja
Goswami

Fundraising Committee

Oversees fundraising initiatives, builds and maintains relationships
with current and potential donors, and explores other fundraising
opportunities.

Co-Chairs: Sudhanshu Jena, Golok Gunjan Garai, Ashoke Mandal
Members: Rikhia Basu, Subhadip Kumar, Priyabrata Samanta,
Indrajeet Mukherjee, Snehasish Ghosh, Subarno Pal

16



Finance Committee
Sujay Purkayastha, Vijayesh Roy, Subarno Pal.

Cultural Committee

Plans and delivers BAM’s cultural programs, promoting our
community’s heritage through music, dance, theatre, and creative
performances by members and youth. Also organize shows featuring
international professional artists to engage and inspire the
community.

Chair: Hironmoy Das;

Co-Chair: Ipshita Choudhury

Members: Sayanti Ghosh, Debasmita Mukherjee, Madhumita
Sengupta, Amlan Ghosh; Vijayesh Roy, Shuchismita Dutta.

Fine Arts Appreciation & Talent Development:

BAM Durga Puja Art Exhibition: Debasree Das, Anjana Parua,

Bidesh Roy.

Puja Decorations and Artwork/Sculpture:

Swapna Sengupta Haldar (Miniature Durga Pratima), Moushumi Maiti
(Alpana decoration), Anjana Parua (Mural), Subhra Saha (Mural).

Food Operations:

Manages event-specific food committees, budgeting, vendor
negotiations, and menu selection and approval, catering and
beverages and snacks management for BAM events, inhouse
cooking and food prep for BAM events, food service volunteer
management, food service setup and cleanup.

Co-Chairs: Golok Gunjan Garai, Sujay Purkayastha

Food Operations Team Members: Rudra Brahma, Arunava Das, Anish
Choudhury, Abhishek Mondal, Ajoy Datta, Avijit Das, Hemanta Ghosh,
Mintu Talukdar, Partish Mishra, Priyabrata Samanta, Satyajit Paul,
Saurav Chintapatra, Shobhan Goswami, Snehasish Ghosh, Subarno
Pal, Suchismita Basu, Biswajit Bhattacharjee, Rahul Biswas. 1/



Puja Ceremonies and Rituals

Plans and coordinates all religious aspects of BAM events—Durga
Puja, Lokkhi Puja, and Saraswati Puja—including Pandal and Pratima
setup, decorations, puja supplies, Prasad/Bhog preparation, and
priest arrangements. Collaborates closely with Logistics, Cultural,
and Food Operations teams.

Chair: Ipshita Choudhury; Co-Chairs: Abhijeet Benerjee, Sonali Das,
Aparna Mandal, Ranja Tarafder

Team members: Debapriya Purkayastha, Antara Garai, Rikhia Basu,
Suchismita Bas, Rupa Pal, Sujata Datta, Pritha Mazumdar, Binita
Sinha

Consultants: Barin Pal, Shnehasish Ghosh

Pandal Concept and Construction: Arunava Das (Lead), Partish
Mishra, Avijit Das, Satyajit Pal, Samit Roy, Bidesh Roy.

Purohits: Abhijeet Benerjee, Ashok Chattopadhyay (Consultant),
Partish Mishra, Debasmita Mukherjee, Sayan Mukherjee, Sandip Nath
Advisors: Hironmoy Das, Vijayesh Roy.

Logistics

Responsible for coordinating logistics and support for major BAM
events and General Body Meetings, including facility rental,
transportation, storage, and set up and tear down of props; Works
closely with Cultural, Food Operations and Puja Team.

Co-Chairs: Chandradeep Banerjee; Sudhanshu Jena, Snehasish
Ghosh

Members: Arunava Das, Subarno Pal, Bibhash Banerjee, Avijit Das,
Prathis Mishra, Saikat Si, Satyajit Paul, Samit Roy, Sujay
Purkayastha, Soumitra Tarafder
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Outreach and Community Relations

Partners with Twin Cities Indian/Asian organizations, builds
relationships with local communities, government, nonprofits, and
service groups, and represents BAM at public forums and
meetings.

Chair: Vijayesh Roy; Co-Chairs: Sudhanshu Jena, Ambuja Goswami,
Ashoke Mandal

Members: Prashant Roy, Binita Sinha, Hironmoy Das, Sujay

Purkayastha
Building Relations and Partnerships
MN State and Local Government

Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, Local Legislators and Officials
India Association of Minnesota

IndiaConnect (Governing Body Members),

IndiaFest (Ambuja Goswami (Lead), Debbie Mukherjee, Shubra
Saha, Mousumi Maiti, Anjana Parua and other Volunteers.

IAM Cricket Tournament (BAM Members participated)

IAM Consular and VFS Services Camp (Vijayesh Roy, Diti Bhadra,
Priyamvada Banerjee)

“Together for Every Table” campaign

Hindu Society of Minnesota (Vijayesh Roy, Ashok Mandal, Binita
Sinha, Sudhanshu Jena, Chandradeep Banerjee, Bibhash Banerjee,
Golok Gunjan Garai, Sujay Purkayastha, Prashant Roy)

Hindu Temple Pratima Storage, Facility Rental for BAM events,
Satsang Lunch, Represented BAM at Diwali Mela.

Networking with other MN based Indian and Asian Regional Orgs
India Chamber of Commerce (Vijayesh Roy and Sudhanshu Jena)

- Invite Partner Organization Leadership to BAM events

Provide Volunteering Opportunities to BAM members and youth
in community events for worthy causes (Ambuja Goswami)

Feed My Starving Children

SEWA-AIFW Health Camp

19



SARASWATI PUJA




INDIA FEST & VOLUNTEERING EVENTS

“EARS OF PRESERVING BE
HONORING THE
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SEWA-AIFW

IN INDIAN FAMILY WEL
—=fA-AlFW.org | @sewaai
Crisis Line — (952) 91.
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DURGA PUJA




SUMMER PICNIC & LOKKHI PUJA




Pohela Boishak and Other Events

Cultural at Pohela BO|shak

e Nae i -

Dr. S.K. Dash Sia Hef Executive Director CAPM
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L to R - Dashrath Yata (Executive Co-Director of SEWA-AIFW), Suresh Thekkot
(HSMN Vice President), Sajive Jegenathan (HSMN President), Vijayesh Roy (BAM
President), Ganesh Ram (HSMN Chairman), Anurag Saurabh (IAM Board Member)

— -
Consulate General
of
India

CHICAGO

Diti Bhadra and Vijayesh Roy with IAM Board Members at IAM Consular and VFS
Services Camp 2025

BAM Board members with IAM Board members and Somnath Ghosh (The current
Consul General of India in Chicago)
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Front Desk & Guest Services Team
Durga Pujo 2025

Prashant Roy
Director, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

Every year, Durga Puja brings our community together in
celebration, devotion, and joy. And every year, there is one team
whose quiet, dependable presence helps everything begin
smoothly: our Front Desk & Guest Services Team.

They are the first friendly faces our members and guests meet.
They greet people with warmth, answer questions with patience,
and help guide families who may be visiting for the first time. Their
calm support sets the tone for the entire experience, not loudly,
but gently and consistently, year after year.

Behind the scenes, our Welcome Envelope Preparation Team
works with the same dedication.

Long before Puja begins, they count wristbands, prepare tickets,
check envelopes, and make sure every detail is in order. It’s
detailed work, and they do it with care, knowing how much
smoother the entry process becomes because of their effort.

These volunteers are often the first to arrive and the last to
leave.They stand for long hours, handle questions big and small,
and step in whenever someone needs a hand. Their service isn’t
glamorous, but it is essential and it reflects the heart of the
community: showing up for one another without expecting
anything in return.

26
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For many of our guests, the Front Desk team is their very first
experience of BAM, And thanks to these volunteers, that
experience is warm, welcoming, and reassuring every single year.

Note : Some Team Members are not there in the picture,
but they are always there in spirit.
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The BAM Food Team

Golok Garai & Sujay Purkayastha
Director and Treasurer, Bengali Association of Minnesota(BAM)

The BAM Food Team is the heartbeat of our community festivities —
a living symbol of dedication, teamwork, and love in action. Long
before the dhak begins to echo or the fragrance of incense fills the
air, this remarkable team is already hard at work: planning menus,
balancing budgets, sampling dishes, and ensuring that every bite
reflects the soul of authentic Bengali cuisine.

This year, they went above and beyond. When our respected seniors
expressed a wish to prepare Khichuri for the Ashtami lunch in-
house, the Food Team didn’t just support the idea—they embraced it
wholeheartedly.

After a full Friday of Pujo, they returned on Saturday with renewed
energy, dividing into three dedicated teams. One began prep work
at 7 a.m. and launched into cooking; the second completed the
cooking and oversaw the delivery of steaming hot meals to the
venue; and the third served the food with their signature warmth,
smiles, and care. And because no Bengali feast is complete without
a Misti Pan after a hearty meal, the team introduced a live Borof
Misti Pan stall for Saturday dinner—an instant favorite across the
community. They also carried forward last year’s excitement with
the much-loved Phuchka during Saturday snacks, which once again
became a crowd-pleaser. The joy was so infectious that people were
singing and dancing as they waited in the long line!

28
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Across the three days, the team served more than 3,600 meals,
spreading happiness with every plate.

Just when we thought their work might be done, they showed up again
—this time preparing Chholar Daal, Alur Dom, and Payesh for the
Lokkhi Puja dinner, offering the same love, warmth, and authenticity to
yet another cherished celebration.

What truly sets this team apart is not only their skill but their spirit.
These are volunteers—people who bought tickets, came with their
families, yet chose to spend their time feeding others rather than
simply enjoying the festivities. They embody the essence of
community: giving, sharing, and finding joy in the joy of others.

To every member of the BAM Food Team—-A BIG “Thank You.”

Your dedication not only enriches our exquisite culinary experience
but also adds significantly to our sense of belonging. You have shown
us that the highest form of devotion is service.
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The BAM Cultural Committee

Hironmoy Das
Vice-President, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

The BAM Cultural Committee is dedicated to celebrating and
preserving the rich heritage, language, and traditions of Bengal.
Through vibrant cultural programs and community engagement, the
committee fosters a sense of unity and pride among Bengalis and
those interested in Bengali culture. We organize events such as Durga
Puja, Pohela Boishakh and other festivals that showcase the region’s
music, dance, literature, drama and love for authentic cuisine. Our
mission is to create an inclusive platform where cultural expression
thrives and future generations remain connected to their roots.

Vijayesh Roy, H|ronmoy Das Ipshlta Choudhury, Amlan Ghosh Madhumlta Sengupta,
Sayanti Ghosh, Suchismita Dutta & Debasmita Mukherjee 31
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In 2025, the Bengali Association of Minnesota hosted a truly
unforgettable evening during Lokkhi Puja by inviting the multi-
talented performer and singer Saumya Chakrabarty along with his
musical band. The audience was mesmerized as Saumya’s
versatile voice carried them on a journey through genres—ranging
from classical to lok sangeet, Rabindra Sangeet to Bengali rock,
and timeless old melodies to vibrant new-age rhythms. Each
performance was a seamless blend of tradition and innovation,
leaving the crowd spellbound. It was a magical musical night, one
that will be cherished and remembered forever.

T v
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Picture Courtsy :-Subhra Pratim Photography
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United in Purpose: Another Chapterin
BAM Fundraising

Sudhanshu Jena
Secretary, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

This year marked a special milestone for the Bengali Association of
Minnesota’s fundraising efforts. With the introduction of the Platinum,
Gold, and Silver Sponsorship tiers, we took a significant step toward
recognizing those partners who share our vision-of celebrating
Bengali culture and fostering community right here in Minnesota.

The idea behind this initiative was simple yet powerful: to create a
framework where sponsors could connect with BAM not just as
contributors, but as true partners in our cultural journey. Our Platinum,
Gold, and Silver sponsors represent organizations and individuals who
believe deeply in the values we uphold- celebrating our culture and
heritage, and giving back to the community that has given us so much.

Our fundraising team has developed meaningful, lasting connections
with our patrons—many of whom have stood by BAM for years. These
relationships go beyond transactions; they are built on mutual trust,
respect, and a shared sense of purpose.
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Being part of BAM means being part of a close-knit community that
rallies behind its partners. Businesses and individuals who support BAM
don’t just gain visibility—they gain the goodwill and appreciation of
many families who cherish and uphold our cultural traditions together.
It’s this spirit of togetherness that transforms sponsorship into genuine
partnership.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to every member of the fundraising team
for their tireless dedication, creativity, and teamwork. From outreach
and planning to follow-ups and relationship-building, each person
played a vital role in making this year’s fundraising journey a true
success. Your passion and commitment continue to inspire, ensuring
that BAM’s cultural heartbeat stays strong for years to come.

Together, we’ve not only raised funds—we’ve strengthened the bonds
that define who we are as a community.

0 Q0 ,

VOLUNTEER
| 4
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The Architects of Pujo 2025

Ipshita Choudhury
Director, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

My deepest gratitude goes out to our community for making this year’s
Durga Puja an overwhelming success, especially as we celebrated our
35th anniversary.

Our organizing strategy was built on advance planning & proactive
communication. We utilized detailed schedules and announcements to
ensure everyone was well-informed, enhancing the sense of inclusion
from the thakur set up to the final visarjan.

It was the unwavering passion and tireless dedication of our core
committee and over 50 volunteers that truly shone. Their commitment
turned obstacles into footnotes, ensuring the reverence of the morning
anjali, the joy of the prasad distribution, and the energy of the aarti &
Dhunuchi Naach remained untouched.

This success is a direct testament to our community spirit and the hard
work of every volunteer. Thank you for setting a new standard for
amader Pujo.




BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF
MINNESOTA

DURGA PUJO 2025
PUJO TEAM

TGOS
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Fine Dining
Order food To-go/Delivery
Indian/Asian Grocery Store

Butcher shop (Halal cut)
Fresh Chapati/Roti
Fresh Juices/Sweets
Event Catering
Weekend Buffet
Festival/Holiday Sale
Daily/Weekly Dinner Specials

T520 149th St W, Apple Valley, MN 55124
WWW.SPICEVILLAGEMN.COM
(952)-388-1032
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India Fest - A Rewarding Experience

Ambuja Goswami
Director, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

India’s Independence Day, August 15, is celebrated by Indians
across the globe with immense pride. It’'s a day that honors our
unity, sovereignty, and democracy. It also brings back warm
memories of school and community celebrations with friends and
family. India Fest, organized by the India Association of Minnesota,
offers a wonderful opportunity to experience India’s diverse
culture in a single day. Each year, we come together to celebrate
the rich heritage of our motherland and proudly sing our national

anthem in our home away from home.
The Bengali Association of Minnesota hosts a booth every year and

takes great pride in sharing Bengal’s vibrant cultural legacy with
visitors. Guests experience “a little bit of Bengal” through our
activities, interactions, artifacts, and paintings created by
community artists. This meaningful experience is made possible
by the dedicated volunteers who support the BAM India Fest team

each year.
The BAM booth showcases a fresh look every year, thanks to the

creativity and hard work of our artists and volunteers. This year, we
created a mural depicting Bengal’s cultural heritage. Community
artists Subhra Saha and Anjana Parua worked on it from concept to
completion, producing an exceptional piece of art. The booth also
featured beautiful paintings crafted by our talented community
members.
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Mousumi Maiti has been a devoted India Fest volunteer for many
years, and her contributions remain invaluable. From guiding
visitors in creating Alpona Art to sharing

her treasured artifacts, she plays a key role in making the booth
both engaging and beautiful.

Devasree Mukherjee—our beloved Debbie Di-is a guiding light at
every step. Her infectious energy makes every visitor interaction

memorable.
. . ‘

N\
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We are deeply thankful to the volunteers who arrived early to
help set up the booth and to everyone who supported
throughout the day by welcoming and engaging with visitors.
We are also grateful to the members who shared their
paintings and artifacts!

This year, BAM is proud to be the winner of the Best Regional
Booth Award at India Fest. We are grateful to everyone whose
efforts made our booth deserving of this honor.
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SANNIKAT-THE LITTLE MAGAZINE™IS A PUBLICATION OWNED BY
+ THE BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA (BAM). © 2025




Subhangee Das Arnab Chakraborty

TEAM SANNIKAT LITTLE
MAGAZINE
2025

COVER ARTWORK
Samriddhi Chintapatra

Ankita’'s Art & Music Academy

Music | Painting | Creative Growth

Looking for the best place te learn or continue with Art & Music?

Vocal Hindustani Classical »
Bhajans « Bangla Songs «
Bollywood Hits
L

ﬁ Art & Painting Classes - Creative
and Fun for All Ages

fé 1 Workshops that inspire
: imagination, focus & inner peace

ENROLL TODAY - FREE
TRIAL CLASS AVAILABLE
B 651-440-6341

B ankitasahall23@gmail.com
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Pickle Found a Friend
Aaditri Saha(10 yrs)

Once upon atime, there was a
pickle that wanted a friend, but
with that friend, it still wanted to
taste amazing. So it set out to
search as it walked along the path.
It found a stick of butter, and as
they chatted, they discussed the
meals. Though the pickle thought
butter was a great friend, it almost
gagged at the thought of eating a
butter-covered pickle. So then the
pickle told butter that he had to
leave. So he left and started
walking on the path. Hours passed,
but he found nothing.

DILL PICKLE

Then he saw a post office, so he wondered if he could ship himself
somewhere with more food for him to be friends with. So then he
went into the office and hid. A couple of minutes later, he saw an
open box marked Western Africa and hopped inside the box. What
felt like years passed; he finally found the box being closed and
carried out to a truck. Then he fell asleep.
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A little while later, he woke up feeling something, so he decided to look
around his surroundings. As he did that, he realized it was one huge box
with little boxes full of food.

He read the names of the types of food he saw: Tomato, Potato,
Spinach, Apples, Pineapple, and more. He said he had heard of all
of them before and couldn’t bear the thought of someone eating
those with him. Then he turned his head and saw another box
marked with the word Dill. “Dill?” he wondered out loud. “What is
Dill?” Suddenly, a little strange herb hopped out of the box and
said, “I am Dill.” The pickle looked up in surprise, and then they
immediately became friends. They became DILL

THE END

46



Ahaan Kumar(9yrs)
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Adved Biswas(4yrs)

Anuran Kumar(6yrs)
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Moving
Samara Jena (9 yrs)

About the author:

Samara Jena lives in Lakeville, Minnesota with her family. She is in 3rd
grade in Mr. Yetzer's class at North Trail elementary school/ NTES. She
loves drawing and reading. In her free time, she always reads or plays with
her 'Our Generation’ dolls. She also likes to eat Ice cream!
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CHAPTER1

Have you ever had to move?

| know it’s hard, so let me tell you, my
story.

One day, my mom told me that we were
moving to a new house. | was so excited! |
ran straight to my room to start packing.
But a few days later, my mom told me
something more - that | would be going
to go to a different school next year
because my old school was too far away
from my new house.

| felt really sad!!

| was so sad because | didn’t know anyone at my new school, but |
knew everyone at my old one.

The next day | told my friends what my parents had told me. They
were just as sad and devastated as | had been.

| couldn’t imagine what | would do without them!!

They were my best friends everl!!!




CHAPTER 2

The next day we went to check
on the new house to see how it
was looking so far.

Honestly... | thought it looked

very ugly!

But my dad said, "Trust the

process".
don’t look great at first, but

they get better over time. He [

Sometimes things @

promised the house would .

look much nicer once it was
finished.

So, | believed him. And he was
right.. And now | love my new
housel!

CHAPTER 3

Yay! Today is a big day - it’'s my
housewarming ceremony!

My friends are coming over to see
my new house for the first time ever.
I’m so excited to show them my new
room! | hope they love it as much as
| do. | think my room is very cute,
and | hope they think so too!!

Also, | get to give everyone a “new
house tour”!
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Prisita Samanta(11yrs)
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ik Kolkatay Nach
JAR. - Shaivi Mishra (12 yrs)
& /{{q(l\;\)\’w‘\)\ Non fictional Personal Essay

| moved to Minnesota when | was two years old. | started
performing in BAM at an early age and enjoyed watching others
perform. Dance performances in BAM have always been a
highlight of my year as | really enjoy the feeling of dancing with my
friends and being part of the celebration.

For the last two years | have been performing in Kolkata in
Rabindra Sadan under the training of my Odissi teacher Sri
Subikash Mukherjee. My Sir is very strict and | like learning from
him a lot. Performing in Kolkata is very different from here. Since
that is a professional school people are very sincere and extremely
respectful towards the guru and dance. During the rehearsals in
the hot weather, | felt very tired. | felt out of place sometimes, but
my mom Kept saying that it would have a positive impact on me.l
have started enjoying the hard work. Another important thing is
that my grandma and my family members get to see my
performance.

Professional makeup artists do our makeup and hair. Volunteers
help with our dressing, and they make all of us look so elegant.
Even though | get scared when | go on stage and | miss my friends
here, the feeling of being on that beautiful stage with grand lights
makes me feel very good and | hope | can continue it. | also get to
meet many well-known dancers there.
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There, the kids around me ask if | know Bengali food, Bengali festivals
etc. And | say that even though | do not know how to read or write
Bengali, | know a lot about our Bengali culture thanks to my parents,

my friends and BAM events. | hope | can continue doing BAM dance-
shows and having a wonderful time
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Hiya Ghosh
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My Fun Trip
Utsa Banerjee(8 years)

Dear Diary - Yellowstone

Dear Diary,
Today I’m going to tell you about our trip to Yellowstone.

First, we went to Norris Geyser Basin. | had so much fun, but | did have a
few issues. At the start, | kept tripping on the boardwalk, but that was
really the only problem. The trail kept switching between boardwalk
and dirt. But don’t let it trick you — the boardwalk is way bumpier than
the dirt!

There were so many geysers, and you probably guessed that. My
favorite one was Pork Chop Geyser. It used to be a huge geyser, but
then it shrank.

YELLOWSTONE
NATIONAL
PARK

Next, we visited the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone. It was a long hike,
but this time we didn’t have any issues, which was wonderful. The path
was all dirt again, but it was steep and very twisty. At the end of the
trail, there was a beautiful waterfall, and it was totally worth it.
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Our Trip to Glacier National Park

The next day, we went to Glacier National Park. We first visited Lake
McDonald, and the water was crystal clear. We even collected a few
pebbles to take home. | even found a heart-shaped pebble — it was so
pretty!

Next, we went to Logan Pass. It was a hiking trail that was about eight
miles long. It started with a boardwalk, but later we began walking on
the mountain path, which turned into gravel. Along the way, we saw
some mountain goats. One of them was standing right on our path, so
we had to turn back.

Even though we couldn’t finish the trail, overall we had a lot of fun!

AW
D
TH]E:
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Madhuksha Barman

(12yrs |

Udantica Roy(12yrs)
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Meru Roy(8yrs)
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Bless Your Heart
Meru Roy(8yrs)

TheRa
Kaya Roy(5yrs)

inbow Cat
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ANJANA PARUA & SUBHRA SAIA
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Unspoiled Wilderness

Sonali Das

Upon the northern shores | tread,

Where silence wraps the world in thread.
The air is crisp, the pine trees tall,

No voice but wind - no sound at all.

The lake lies still, a glassy sheet,

Reflecting stars beneath my feet.
No ripple breaks its mirrored face,
A perfect, wild, and sacred place.

No roads, no lights, no man-made sound,
Just moss and stone and ancient ground.
The loon's faint cry, a haunting song,
Where earth and sky both belong.

Here children run through moss and sand,
With berry- stained lips and stick in hand.
No screens, no clocks, no hurried pace----

Just scraped- up knees and nature’s grace.

The stars spill out like ancient lore,

A planetarium evermore.

Each night sky tells a different story,
Of wonder, not of conquest but glory.
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Here time is still. The wild is free.

And | become a part of Thee.

The untouched shore, the quite deep----
Where sky and water fall asleep.

So, guard these shores, this hallowed earth,
More precious than the things of worth.
The North calls out, serene and true----
May we protect her. Me. And You.

This poem has been written based on the experiences of my daughter
Natasha, who led a group of teenagers on a couple of trips to the Boundary
Waters. During their week-long stay in the wilderness, they lived in tents,
survived on bare minimum, without any technological devices, not even a
watch. Nature was their only guide. Every time she told me about her unique
experiences, | was bewildered....as she described | painted the image in my
mind and thus was born my poem: Unspoiled Wilderness

e GO
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What it means to Belong
Prashant Roy

Somewhere between the snow-covered streets of Minnesota and
the hot afternoons of Bengal, there’s a space where your story
lives. A space where you wake up to your mom singing Nazrul in the
kitchen, while the smell of shorshe ilish fills the air. Where you go
from rehearsing a school play to dancing dhunuchi naach at Durga
Puja.

That space is not confusion, its home.

You are part of a beautiful legacy. You may not have walked
through muddy fields or seen hawkers selling steel utensils in
exchange for old clothes, like your parents did. But you carry their
stories in your smile, and their language in your voice.

Some days are hard,

You don’t speak perfect Bangla or feel shy around your
grandparents.

Your friends don’t understand why you take a day off for Saraswati
Puja.

You feel “too American” at home and ﬂ
“too Bangali” outside.

Here is the truth, you are not stuck
between cultures you are the bridge,
the best of both worlds.

-_

Culture is love in Disguise, Love
doesn’t always shout. Sometimes it
sings while flipping luchi. It’s your
mom dancing kathak in the living
room, not for an audience but for her
soul. It’s the Bangla song she hums S ) oL
while folding laundry.
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Its in the adhuri Bangla you speak on video calls. Your Grand
parents understand every word, not because the grammer is
perfect, but because you are.

Culture isin Dida’s achar, that one glass jar at the back of the
pantry is more than pickle. It’'s dida’s love, poured over mango
slices and sealed under the Minnesota sun. That achar carries the
drying spices and wrinkled hands shooing away crows.

Even if you eat it with Mac and cheese its still
your story.

You are Bengali because of the stories you
carry, you are American because the dreams | 2
you chase.

You can forget the words to a prayer, but still
feel peace when you hear it.

you can listen to Rabindra sangeet and Olivia | @ <
Rodrigo on the same playlist. ’
You can say “Ma” and “Mom” with equal love. |
Belonging is something you carry, 8
You may not live in Bengal but Bengal lives in you, in your food,
your music, your family and your soul.

So, next time when some one asks “Where are you from?”*

Lift your chin, smile, and say, -< & 5
“l am from Minnesota.. and also from Bengal” "

And right there, in that moment, you will feel it.
Because you belong everywhere your heart has ever called
home.

TGOS 71
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Pradeep Sukhani, MBA
Owner/President
W 763-400-7800
B 763-400-7810

e pradeep.sukhani@ipl.c
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Behind the Curtain

Shuchismita Dutta

I’ve lived in Minnesota for over a decade, and every year, Durga Pujo
with the Bengali Association of Minnesota has been a highlight. I've
often performed in dance programs, which always reminded me of
the joyful chaos before Pujo back home. While | loved participating, |
sometimes had questions—about my slot, timing, or group size. Things
always worked out in the end and we enjoyed all our performances in
BAM.

This year, | decided to volunteer and joined the Cultural Committee.
As a newcomer, | was warmly welcomed by Vijayesh-da, Hironmoy-da
and all other members. Slowly, | began to understand the immense
effort behind the scenes-coordinating with teams,tracking
communications, and making fair, inclusive decisions. My earlier
guestions found their answers naturally.

The most challenging parts were trying to accommodate everyone’s
requests, arranging slots that worked for all teams, and keeping track
of audio, visual, and stage requirements. Backstage management was
especially intense—when complications arose, we had to make quick
decisions to keep the program running smoothly and on time.
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Overall, the experience was very positive. | felt included, saw true

team spirit, and appreciated how everyone’s voice was heard. It
was also fun! This year was the first time in the committee for both
of us “Mitas”-Shuchismita and Madhumita—and we had a
wonderful time. Thank you to the existing members for making me
feel welcomed.
Being part of the organizing team gave me a new perspective. It’s
easy to overlook the effort from the outside, but stepping in
showed me the dedication and effort it takes to make any such
event successful.
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You don’t let me go!
Gangotree Dey

World lost the color, turning gray,
every day is a little darker!

If you look at the dead child on the pile,
and the pieces around there,

I’m spellbound, don’t you think

it’s not a place for us to live anymore?

The lady got raped last night,

They taught her how to rest in peace.
Now survival is so easy,

she doesn't even need a bed anymore!

We planted those seeds, blame others,
what a metamorphosis around us,

We swallow everything in silence,

We don't remember Kafka anymorel!

Senses, my strengths turned numb,

| thought now it’s time to go,

But my greed stopped me,

Because | wanna see you once morelll
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Our Sponsors, Our Strength

MY HOME MORTGAGE LLC
612-450-3016
Make your Dream Home Realty

* Purchas OVER 1000+ CUSTOMERS SERVED

- Refinance (Cash out [Term) R Rowdheer Reddy Kapidi
 Investment lodan " ._ ' : : Mortgage Broker/Realtor
Licensed in FL, GA, MN & TX. i 612-810-7790
NMLS# 1986202 I 1278007 Rowdheer@myhomemort.com

www.myhomemaort.com

@ The key to unlocking your dream home

H
REALTY

AMERICAN FAMILY
T .mm www.amfam.com

ROWDHEER KAPIDI AGENT/OWNER

1405 Lilac Dr N #220, Golden Valley, MN 55422
Office: 763-398-8778

Cell: 612-810-7790

rkapidi@amfam.com

1-800-MyAmFam (1-800-692-6326)

KAPIDI & ASSOCIATES LLC
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The enigma called Bob Dylan

Sarmistha Safui

| read that he was always a maverick.
During Friday’s Bob Dylan concert at
Mankato, | saw that he still is. No
introduction, no small talk with audience,
no anecdotes about the origin or context
of any song, no emotional outburst for
performing in the place where he was
born. He just started with a song, sang
nonstop for 2 hours and then ended the
concert with a song. Bob Dylan’s only
dialogue in between with his audience was x.
introducing his fellow musicians on stage.

At 83, he played the mouth organ and the piano with the same
panache as he did in his earlier records that we are so
enamored with. His husky nasal voice has surprisingly remained
the same. | was enchanted, enraptured and captivated by his
sheer energy and capability to deliver with such impeccable
finesse at this age. This enigmatic musical genius chose not to
perform in any of the big cities as part of his Never Ending Tour;
he rather chose to perform in remote small cities like Mankato,
Wichita, Peoria, Davenport.
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As the concert came to end, | was wondering why he did not belt out
his more popular numbers like “Knocking on Heaven’s door”, “Like a
rolling stone”, “All Along the Watchtower,” or “Highway 61 Revisited”..the
answer | guess my friends is still “Blowing in the Wind”. The free spirit,
the nonconformist, who chose not to receive in person his Nobel prize
for literature, has his own unique ways to win the audience’s heart
including mine. What | devoured on Friday, the thrall of his “Bobness”,

simply took my breath away.

Bob Dylan and Joan Baez in 1963,
Photo credit: this photo by pingnews.com
is marked with public domain mark1.0

Bob Dylan at New Orleans Jazz and
Heritage Festival, April 28,2006

Photo Credit: Photo from Bob Dylan's April
28,2006 concert appearance at the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival (aka
"Jazzfest")

Sarmistha Safui at ob
Dylon Concert, on April 4,
2025 at Mankato, MN 81
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Products & Services

« Home Purchase Loans

+« Construction Loans

+ Refinance Rates « Competitive Interest Rates

« Simple Application Process

Gopi Sivanathan * Quick Pre-approvals
MN"“ER.EG Advisor + Fastcredit
NMLS ¢ 2553981

* Home Equity & HELCO
+ Land & Commercial Loans

« Wide Range of Loan Options

Your time & money matters. Lets not waste either.

BOOK IN A QUICK CALL ® gopinath@edgehomefinance.com

https://edgehomefinance.com/team-
1651587 5269
G i © member/gopinath/
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The Drop that forgot it was the Ocean

Prashant Roy

What if reality is not what it seems?

Have you ever wondered, like Neo in The Matrix, whether the
world you see is only one layer of a much larger truth? Ancient
philosophers and modern physicists are strangely aligned on
this question.

The King Who Questioned Reality

In the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, King Janaka wakes from a
dream where he is a starving beggar. Moments later, he opens
his eyes in his palace, surrounded by all comforts. Confused, he
turns to the sage Ashtavakra:

“Which one is real, the dream or this waking world?”

Before you read further, ask yourself, what would you say?

Ashtavakra explains, that while you are inside a dream, the
dream is completely real to you. If someone entered your dream
and said, “You’re actually asleep on a bed,” you would search for
that bed and never find it. You might even call them mad. But
the moment you wake up, you say effortlessly, “Oh, that was just
adream”. | s

Ashtavakra then asks,

What if, after death, you ‘wake up’ in
another dimension and say the same
thing,

“That entire life was just adream”?
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His point is not that life is false, but that it is dream like, real only
while we are “observing” it, dissolving when we awaken to
something larger. We are all participants in a shared illusion
called Maya.

The lllusion of Reality

Many years after Janaka’s question, Rene Descartes declared, “I
think, thereforel am.”

But modern science complicates this confidence.

Atoms, the building blocks of everything, are mostly empty space.
When you touch a wall, your atoms never meet the wall’s atoms;
you only feel electromagnetic resistance.

So ask yourself,

If nothing truly touches anything, how solid is this world you trust?

Does the Universe Change When You
Look at It?

In the Double Slit Experiment, electrons
behave like waves until “observed”, then
they suddenly start to behave like
particles.

It’s as if the universe waits for your
observation before choosing a form.

Just like the Matrix bends for Neo when
he begins to see differently. And quantum
entanglement, proven by

Nobel winning experiments in 2022, shows that two particles
separated by light years behave as one.
So... were they ever truly separate?
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The essence of Advaita Vedanta

Physics calls it entanglement.

Advaita Vedanta calls it Brahman, The
indivisible whole.

Advaita says the goal is not to “become”
one with the Devine,

Its is simply to realize that “You already
are”.

Just like the drop thinking it is separate
from the ocean, until it drops in the
ocean and realizes “l am the ocean”

“Tat Tvam Asi” - The Divine you are searching for is your own
deepest Self. Not your personality, not your ego, not your body, but
the pure consciousness behind it.

’J

India

Restaurant & Grocery
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A decade of gratitude

How the Bengali community helped us thrive

Nila Chakraborty

As we celebrate our tenth anniversary April 2026, | want to take a

moment to express my deepest gratitude to the Bengali Association
of Minnesota (BAM) and to the entire Bengali community for your
continued encouragement, friendship, and support throughout this
incredible journey.
Your support over the years has been a reflection of the trust and
warmth within this incredible community. Many of you stood by me
from the very beginning—with encouragement, kind words, and belief
in my efforts. Through community events, gatherings, and simple acts
of support, you helped me grow in ways | will always be grateful for.
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Support has always been at the heart of our success. It’'s more
than patronage...it’s about connection. When neighbors and
friends stand behind local businesses, they create more than
commerce; they build pride, strength, and lasting bonds. Each
time you shopped, referred a friend, or simply shared kind words,
you became part of our story. Together, we’ve created a space
that celebrates identity, creativity, and belonging.

To every member of the Bengali Association of Minnesota and to
everyone who has supported us over the last decade, thank you.
Your trust and warmth have been our greatest inspiration. As we
look ahead to the future, we remain deeply committed to serving
this beautiful community that has made everything possible.
With heartfelt appreciation,

Nila Chakraborty.

TGOS
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Graduates of 2025!

Amartya Bhattacharya,

Son of Ashis Bhattacharya and
Reema Bhattacharya graduated
from Wayzata High school . He is
headed to Northeastern
University, Boston to pursue his
undergraduate degree in
Computer Science, Electrical
Engineering and Music.

Tara Chinta,

Daughter of Rinki Das and
Sivaram Chinta graduated from
Wayzata High school . Sheis
headed to University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities to pursue
her undergraduate degree with a
major in Economics.
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Graduates of 2025!

Sayan Majumder,

Son of Sandip Majumder and
Susmita Majumder graduated |
from Chaska High school . He is |
headed to University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities to
pursue his undergraduate
degree with a majorin
Biochemistry.

Archisha Basak,

Daughter of Sanjib Basak and
Nandita Basak graduated
from Wayzata High school.
She is headed to University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor to
pursue her undergraduate
degree with a major in Bio
Medical Engineering.
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Graduates of 2025!

Ahana Das,

Daughter of Anwesha Das

and Anindya Das graduated

from Eden Prairie High
School . She is headed to
University of Minnesota to

pursue her undergraduate

degree with a majorin
Biology.

Asmi Sinha,

Daughter of Paromita Sinha and
Anustup Sinha graduated from
Wayzata High school . She is
headed to Northwestern
University, Evanston, IL to pursue
her undergraduate degree with
double major in Economics and
Statistics.
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Graduates of 2025!

Aishanee Dey,

Daughter of Pinaki Dey and
Gangotri Dey graduated from
Wayzata High school .

She is headed to Arizona State

University to pursue her
undergraduate degree with
Business major in Artificial
Intelligence.

Himani Mondal,

Daughter of Asim Mondal and
Lipika Mondal graduated from
East View High School. She is
headed to lowa State to pursue
her undergraduate degree in
Family and Customer Education
and Studies.
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Graduates of 2025!

Shivali Choudhury,

Daughter of Anish Choudhury
and lpshita Choudhury
graduated from Carlson
School of Management. She is
joining US Bank as a Full Time
Employee and intends to
pursue a Master’s Degree in
the future.

Rani Mukherjee,

Daughter of Devasree
Mukherjee and Amit
Mukherjee graduated from
Cornell University. She is
starting her career at Hilton in
McLean, Virginia.
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Graduates of 2025!

Devna Panda,

Daughter of Chhanda Panda and
Purnendu Panda graduated from
University of Minnesota in
Biomedical Engineering with
Summa Cum Laude Honors and
Distinction. She is currently
working as a Medical Assistant
and interested to pursue Medical
School.

Deeplina Banerjee,

Completed Phd in gender,
sexuality and women's studies
with a minor in transitional
justice and post-conflict
reconstruction from the
University of Western Ontario.
She will continue her research
on gender, labor, and the
future of work, shaping
discourse through data-driven
insights.

eI GOS
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Our Sponsors | Our Strength

HUNTINGTON BANK

Welcome to Huntington Bank

Huntington Bank is more than checking, more than savings, more than lending. It's people who
understand where you're coming from, with the know-how to get you where you want to be.

TGOS 100



&
&
Youth achievement -ExCEL Award Recipient
Ankit Mukhopadhyay

Proud Parents
Anirban and Debarati Mukhopadhyay

As Ankit’s parents, we are incredibly
proud to share that our son, Ankit
Mukhopadhyay, a senior at Eagan
High School (District196), has been
honored with the 2025 MSHSL ExCEL
Award for Excellence in Community,
Education, and Leadership. Watching
Ankit grow into a thoughtful,
motivated, and compassionate
young man has been one of our
greatest joys—from his dedication to
Youth in Government, Model U.N.,
Student Council, Math Team, debate,
tennis, and the school’s top bands, to
his genuine commitment to service
through the District 196

Legislative Advisory Council, Rotary Interact Club, and his roles with
the Eagan Community Foundation and The Drawer. This recognition
means so much to us because it reflects the values of kindness,
humility, perseverance, and service that he lives every day—not for
accolades, but because they define who he is. We are deeply grateful
to the teachers, mentors and friends who have supported him along
the way, and we feel truly blessed to watch Ankit continue growing
into a young adult determined to make the world a little better than
he found it.
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ExCEL award recipient
- Siddharth Chowdhury

Proud Parents
Olivia and Sanjoy Chowdhury

As Siddharth’s parents, we are deeply proud to share that our son,
Siddharth Chowdhury, a senior at Eden Prairie High School, has been
honored with the 2025 MSHSL ExCEL Award for Excellence in
Community, Education & Leadership. This prestigious award is
presented annually to only 36 high school juniors across Minnesota
who exemplify outstanding academic achievement, community
involvement, and leadership in school activities. The ExXCEL Award
recognizes students who not only meet high standards but also
strive to make a meaningful difference in their schools and
communities.

Siddharth has also distinguished himself on the global stage, earning
a Top 3 international placement out of 240+ teams in Financial
Services Team Decision Making at DECA’s 2025 International Career
Development Conference. Competing among more than 10,000
students worldwide who advanced through local, state, and national
rounds, Siddharth and his teammate delivered a sophisticated
financial strategy. The event tested their ability to analyze complex
client scenarios, apply investment and budgeting principles, and
communicate effectively under pressure.
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AWARD RECIPIENT - 2025
Eden Prairie High School

ATHLETICS

Football
Track and Field

ACTIVITIES

Young Entrepreneurs Club
Teacher Assistant

DECA

Wharton investment Competition
EPHS "Own Your October”

COMMUNITY
Founded Non-Prafit Organization
» Jumior Sharks
Tutoring Algebra
Youth Coach

z/ !:Jl ‘Do not follow where the paq

[ may lead. Go instead wher

Zi{ there is no path and leave

: Wa ) fr trail.
wweputrry) |

DJ ‘uffy’ -Ralph Waldo Emerson

Recognizing Students for

Excellence in Community, Education and Leadership

Relocating from Dubai to Minnesota at the age of nine, Siddharth
embraced new opportunities in academics, sports, and
community life with resilience and enthusiasm. His journey
reflects the qualities we admire most in him-compassion,
discipline, teamwork, and drive. We are profoundly grateful to his
teachers, mentors, and friends for their guidance and support
along the way. We hope Siddharth continues to pursue
excellence, build a bright future, and uplift others through his
leadership and dedication.
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We extend our sincere gratitude to our Sponsors

We are especially proud to recognize our Platinum, Gold,
and Silver Sponsors, whose partnership reflects a deeper
commitment to preserving our heritage and supporting
future generations.

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Dr. Sita Kantha Dash

GOLD SPONSOR
Kishore Goli, Goli Realty Group

SILVER SPONSORS
Huntington Bank
Spice Village, Apple Vally
- Rowdheer Kaipidi, My MortgageLLC.

SPECIAL PATRONS
Seats Imported Auto, Minnetonka
Pradeep Sukhani, LPL Financial
Gopinathan Sivanathan, Edge Home Finance
India Spice House, Eden Prarie
India Association of Minnesota
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Donations from Community Members

We are truly grateful to all our generous community members
who made cash or in-kind donations,

Abhijit Banerjee

Abhijit Sarkar

Adrita Ganguly

Ajoy Datta

Ambuja Goswami
Anita Mallik

Antara Garai Pratihar
Anuradha Bhuniya
An’uradha Chakraborty
Anwesha Bhattacharjee
Aparna Mandal

Ashis Bhattacharya
Ashoke Mandal

Avijit Das

Baishaki Karmakar
Binita Bose Sinha
Binita Sinha

Chandrani Basak Dutta

Chhanda Panda
Debapriya Purkayastha
Deeplina Banerjee
Devasree Mukherjee
Haimanti Moulik
Ipshita Choudhury
Ishita Bhandari

Jaita Mukherjee
Meghna Ghosh

Mintu Talukdar
Moumita Roy
Mousumi Maiti
Nabanita Debnath
Nandita Basak
Oindrilla Chakraborty
Papiya Das

Parama Bardhan
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Donations from Community Members

We are truly grateful to all our generous community members
who made cash or in-kind donations,

Pranab K Chatterjee
Pritha Majumdar
Ramyani Mukjopadhyay
Ranja Tarafder

Ranjan K Chankravarty
Renuka Bhoyar

Rikhia Basu

Rita Mustaphi

Ruba Pal

Sagarika Das

Sahana Chakraborty
Sangeeta Pal
Sarmistha Safui
Sarmistha Sinha
Saswati Munshi
Saurav Chintapatra
Sayan Mukherji

Dr. Sita Kantha Dash

Indrajeet Mukherjee
Sayanti Ghosh
Sayonnha Mandal-Roy
Shatanik Saha
Shilpi Chatterjee
Snehasish Ghosh
Snigdha Das

Sonali Das

Subhra Saha
Suchismita Basu
Sudhanshu Jena
Sujata Dutta
Susmita Majumdar
Swati Mukherjee
Tanwi Prigge

Tarit Dey

Trishita Banerjee

Vijayesh Roy 106



Our Heart Our Amazing Volunteers

Youth Volunteers

Adwait Talukdar, Ahaan Kumar, Anaisha Ghosh, Anandi Datta,

Anusha Chakraborty, Anvita Ghosh, Archisman Sarkar, Arnav
Chakraborty, Arnesh Maiti, Ayona Banerjee, Ayush Brahma, Ayushmita
Mondal, Ishaan Konar, Mainak Mukherjee, Mihika Datta, Mihira Mitra,
Mishti Choudhury, Naisha Biswas, Pranav Datta, Prishita Samanta, Pritha
Das, Priyamvada Banerjee, Riddhima Paul, Rishika Raman, Saanvi Ghosh,
Samara Jena, Sana Roy, Shaivi Mishra, Shayaan Purkayastha, Shiladitya
Pal, Shoumili Tarafder, Subhangee Das, Srija Dey, Srinita Debnath,Sruti
Si, Utsa Banerjee.

Front Desk and Guest Services Volunteers

Ajoy Datta, Ambuja Goswami, Anirban Mukhopadhyay, Arun Kumar
Sarkar (Sohini's Dad), Ashoke Mandal, Barin Lal Pal, Debarati
Mukhopadhyay, Deepankar Dasgupta, Sujay Purkayastha, Indrajeet
Mukherjee, Prashant Roy, Ranjan Chakraborty, Shobhan Goswami,
Soumitra Tarafder, Srija Goswami, Subhadip Kumar, Vijayesh Roy

Welcome Envelope Setup prior to Events Volunteers

Ambuja Goswami, Antara Pratihar, Golak Gunjan Garai, Debapriya
Purkayastha, Priyabrata Samanta, Rupa Samanta, Shilpi Chatterjee,
Shobhan Goswami, Suchismita Basu, Sudhanshu Jena,Sujay Purkayastha

Art Exhibition Volunteers
Anjana Parua, Bidesh Roy, Debasree Das, Anuradha Chakraborty

Fund Raising Volunteers

Ashoke Mandal, Golok Garai, Indrajeet Mukherjee, Priyabrata
Samanta, Rikhia Basu, Snehasish Ghosh, Subhadip Kumar,
Sudhanshu Jena.
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Food Volunteers

Abhijit Sarkar, Abishek Mondal, Ajoy Datta, Amlan Maiti, Anish
Choudhury, Anwesha Das, Apurba Sarkar, Arunava Das, Asim Mondal,
Avijit Das, Barin Pal, Bibhas Banerjee, Chandradeep Banerjee, Debjani
Banerjee, Hemanta Ghosh, Tarit Kumar Dutta (Samanjit's Dad), Sujay
Purkayastha, Hironmoy Das, Indradeep Adhikari, Indrajeet Mukherjee,
Jayita Dey, Joydeep Haldar, Mintu Talukdar, Nimai Das, Nirmalya Biswas,
Partish Mishra, Pinaki Dey, Prasenijit Bera, Priyabrata Samanta, Rajesh
Paul, Rana Das, Rudra Brahma, Pratima Dutta (Samanjit's Mom), Golak
Gunjan Garai, Sanchita Paul, Satyajit Paul, Shivali Choudhury, Shobhan
Goswami, Shuvodeep Roy, Snehasish Ghosh, Soumitro Tarafder, Sourav
Chintapatra, Subarno Paul, Subha Debnath, Suchismita Basu, Sudhansu
Jena, Sudipta Mondal, Sumit Saha Roy, Tarit Day, Trisha Mukherjee,
Sandip Nath.

Cultural Volunteers

Amlan Ghosh, Debasmita Mukherjee, Gangotree Dey, Hironmoy Das,
lpsita:Adhya, Ishaan Konar, Ipshita Choudhury, Ishita Pal, Madhumita
Sengupta, Mrinmoy Nag, Priyanka Datta, Rahul Chakraborty, Rudra
Brahma, Vijayesh Roy, Saurav Biswas, Sayan Mukherjee, Sayanti Ghosh,
Subha Debnath, Suchismita Dutta, Tarak Konar, Tarit Dey.

Logistics Volunteers

Amitava Das, Amlan Maiti, Arunava Das, Avijit Das, Bibhash Banerjee,
Chandradeep Bannerjee, Golak Gungan Garai, Hironmoy Das, Partish
Mishra, Samit Roy, Satyajit Paul, Shobhan Goswami, Snehashish Ghosh,
Soumitra Tarafder, Sudhanshu Jena, Sujay Purkayastha, Vijayesh Roy.

Photographers

Debabrata Biswas, Indradip Adhikary, Subrapratim Bhattacharjee,
Samanjit Datta

Dhak at India Fest
Satyajit Pal, Soumendu Das
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Puja Volunteers

Abhijit Banerjee (Purohit), Anish Choudhury, Antara Garai Pratihar,
Anuradha Chakraborty, Anwesha Bhattacharjee, Aparna Mandal,
Arunava Das (Pandal concept and construction), Avijeet Das, Barin
Pal, Bidesh Roy, Binita Sinha, Chandradeep Banerjee, Chandrani
Basak Dutta, Debapriya Purkayastha, Debasmita Mukherjee
(Purohit), Gangotree Dey, Hironmoy Das, Indra Sunasir, Indrajeet
Mukherjee, Ipshita Choudhury, Kannan Sheshadri, Moushumi Maiti,
Nabanita Debnath, Partish Misra (Purohit), Piyali Daam, Pritha
Majumdar, Rahul Biswas, Rana Das, Ranja Tarafdar, Reena
Chatterjee, Rikhia Basu, Rohit Roy, Rupa Pal, Sahana Mukherji,
Sambaran Ray, Sanchita Paul, Sandip Nath (Purohit), Sangeeta Pal,
Saswati Munshi, Sayan Mukherji (Purohit), Shipra Sunasir, Shivali
Choudhury, Shobhan Goswami, Snehashish Ghosh, Snigdha Das,
Sonali Das, Subhra Saha, Suchismita Basu, Sudanshu Jena, Sujata
Datta, Sujay Purkayastha, Surya Pidaparti, Swapna Sengupta
“Haldar (Miniature Durga Pratima), Swati Mukherjee, Trisha
Mukherjee, Vijayesh Roy.

Volunteers at other Bam events who were not covered above
Abhrajeet Roy, Biswajit Bhattacharjee, Joehin Bhattacharya, Manjim
Bhattacharya, Manojit Bhattacharya

Despite our best efforts to include every name, we may have
unintentionally missed some of our amazing volunteers. If your name
is not listed, please forgive the oversight. Your contributions are

genuinely valued, and BAM’s success would not have been possible
without your support.
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“Unconditional Love”

Art work: Subhra Saha
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Art work: Bidesh Roy




Our Sponsors | Our Strength

Thank you, Dr. Sita Kantha Dash, for being a
consistent pillar of support for BAM. Year ajter year,
Eou stand with us, believe in what BAM Tepresents, and

elp us keep our cultural traditions alive. WWe are t'r“ulg
9rateful.
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	TEAM SANNIKAT 2025
	Message from The President
	Message from ACC
	Sayan Mukherjee
	ACC Chair, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)
	এ বছর ২০২৫ (বাংলা ১৪৩২)-এর শারদীয় দুর্গোৎসবে প্রায় ৮০০-এর বেশি লোক হয়েছিল। তাছাড়া ইন্ডিয়ান অ্যাসোসিয়েশন অফ মিনেসোটা (IAM) এবং হিন্দু সোসাইটি অফ মিনেসোটা (HSM) থেকে তাঁদের প্রতিনিধিরা আমাদের সঙ্গে এই অনুষ্ঠানে যোগ দিয়েছিলেন। আশা করি আপনাদের এ বছরের দুর্গা পুজো, কালচারাল প্রোগ্রাম, এক্সটার্নাল আর্টিস্ট আর সমস্ত অনুষ্ঠান সকলের ভালো লেগেছে। এ বছর সমস্ত অনুষ্ঠানে অনেক নতুন ভলেন্টিয়ার যোগ দিয়েছে। তাছাড়া অনেক যুব ভলেন্টিয়ার আমাদের সঙ্গে যোগ দিয়েছে, যেটা আমাদের কাছে খুবই খুশির খবর। এই বছর সব মিলিয়ে প্রায় ৭০ থেকে ৮০ জন ভলেন্টিয়ার ছিল, তার মধ্যে প্রায় ৩০ জন যুব ভলেন্টিয়ার। তাঁদের সকলকে BAM-এর তরফ থেকে আন্তরিক ধন্যবাদ জানাই। এত বড় অনুষ্ঠান ভলেন্টিয়ারদের সাহায্য ছাড়া সফল হওয়া সম্ভব নয় । আমরা আপনাদের কাছ থেকে এরকম সহযোগিতা প্রতি বছর ই আশা করব ।
	BAM গভর্নিং বডির প্রেসিডেন্ট (বিজয়েশ দা), ভাইস প্রেসিডেন্ট (হিরণ্ময় দা), সেক্রেটারি (সুধাংশু), ট্রেজারার (সুজয়), ডিরেক্টরস (অম্বুজা, প্রশান্ত, ইপ্সিতা, গোলক আর চন্দ্রদীপ) এবং ACC (অ্যাডভাইসরি অ্যান্ড কম্প্লায়েন্স কমিটি)-র সদস্য সঞ্জীব আর রিখিয়া-কে সমস্ত ব্যাপারে সাহায্য আর সহযোগিতা করার জন্য আমার তরফ থেকে জানাই আন্তরিক ধন্যবাদ ও কৃতজ্ঞতা। এই সফলতার পেছনে সকলেরই প্রচুর পরিশ্রম রয়েছে।
	আমাদের BAM-এর ৩৫ বছর পূর্তির জন্য একটি বিশেষ অনুষ্ঠানের আয়োজন করা হবে, তার খবর আপনারা খুব শীঘ্রই পাবেন।
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	Durga Pujo 2025
	Prashant Roy
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	For many of our guests, the Front Desk team is their very first experience of BAM, And thanks to these volunteers, that experience is warm, welcoming, and reassuring every single year.

	The BAM Food Team
	Golok Garai & Sujay Purkayastha
	Director and Treasurer, Bengali Association of Minnesota(BAM)

	FOOD TEAM
	The BAM Cultural Committee
	Hironmoy Das
	Vice-President, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)
	The BAM Cultural Committee is dedicated to celebrating and preserving the rich heritage, language, and traditions of Bengal. Through vibrant cultural programs and community engagement, the committee fosters a sense of unity and pride among Bengalis and those interested in Bengali culture. We organize events such as Durga Puja, Pohela Boishakh and other festivals that showcase the region’s music, dance, literature, drama and love for authentic cuisine. Our mission is to create an inclusive platform where cultural expression thrives and future generations remain connected to their roots.

	In 2025, the Bengali Association of Minnesota hosted a truly unforgettable evening during Lokkhi Puja by inviting the multi-talented performer and singer Saumya Chakrabarty along with his musical band. The audience was mesmerized as Saumya’s versatile voice carried them on a journey through genres—ranging from classical to lok sangeet, Rabindra Sangeet to Bengali rock, and timeless old melodies to vibrant new-age rhythms. Each performance was a seamless blend of tradition and innovation, leaving the crowd spellbound. It was a magical musical night, one that will be cherished and remembered forever.
	BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA

	FUNDRAISING TEAM
	The Architects of Pujo 2025
	Ipshita Choudhury
	Director, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)
	BENGALI ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA

	DURGA PUJO 2025
	PUJO TEAM
	Our Sponsors, Our Strength
	India Fest – A Rewarding Experience
	Ambuja Goswami
	Director, Bengali Association of Minnesota (BAM)

	BAM booth at India Fest 2025
	Sannikat
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	Arnab Chakraborty

	TEAM SANNIKAT LITTLE MAGAZINE
	2025
	COVER ARTWORK
	Samriddhi Chintapatra
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	Ahaan Kumar(9yrs)
	Anandi Dutta(13 yrs)
	Adved Biswas(4yrs)
	Anuran Kumar(6yrs)
	Moving 
	Samara Jena (9 yrs)

	Mihika Sen
	Prisita Samanta(11yrs)
	Samujjwala Pathak(10yrs)
	Satvika Das(9yrs)
	Kolkatay Nach
	Shaivi Mishra (12 yrs)
	Non fictional Personal Essay

	Rishaan Banerjee(6yrs)
	Madhuksha Barman(12 yrs)
	Simran Nag(7yrs)
	Hiya Ghosh
	My Fun Trip
	Utsa Banerjee(8 years)
	Our Trip to Glacier National Park  

	Madhuksha Barman
	(12yrs)
	Udantica Roy(12yrs)
	Mahika Das(5yrs)
	Utsa Banerjee(8yrs)
	Hiya Ghosh
	The Big Ben
	Sana Roy(11yrs)
	Krishav Dutta(8yrs)
	Ice Cream
	Meru Roy(8yrs)
	Bless Your Heart
	Meru Roy(8yrs)
	The Rainbow Cat
	Kaya Roy(5yrs)
	Mural
	Unspoiled Wilderness
	Sonali Das
	Here time is still. The wild is free.
	And I become a part of Thee.
	The untouched shore, the quite deep----
	Where sky and water fall asleep.
	So, guard these shores, this hallowed earth,
	More precious than the things of worth.
	The North calls out, serene and true----
	May we protect her. Me. And You.

	এক বিখ্যাত বাঙালি : শহীদ মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরা
	দিতি ভদ্র / Diti Bhadra
	সাংঘাতিক জোরে, কানের পর্দা ফাটিয়ে গুলির আওয়াজে চারিদিক ভরে গেলো! সাল ১৯৪২, স্থান তমলুক, আজকের পশ্চিম বঙ্গে। মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরা, এক গরিব ঘরের মেয়ে, বয়েস তখন ৭৩, ভারতের পতাকা হাতে, "বন্দে মাতরম" চিৎকার করতে করতে সেই গুলির ঘন আঁধারের মধ্যে ঢুকতে থাকলেন। ভারত ছাড়ো আন্দোলনের (Quit India Movement) এক দীপ্ত জননেতা, মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরা আমাদের দেখিয়েছিলেন দেশভক্তি কাকে বলে। ইংরেজের সেই গুলির বাঁধে তার শেষ নিঃশ্বাস ঘটে, কিন্তু জীবনের শেষ মুহূর্ত পর্যন্ত ভারতের পতাকা উনি মাটিতে লাগতে দেননি। শহীদ মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরা চিরদিন হয়ে থাকবেন বাংলার গর্ব, আমাদের স্বাধীনতা আন্দোলনের সমৃদ্ধ ইতিহাসে নারীদের অবদানের এক উজ্জ্বল উদাহরণ।
	মাতঙ্গিনীর জন্ম ১৮৬৯ সালে, হোগলা গ্রাম, পূর্ব মেদিনীপুর। বাবা কৃষক ছিলেন, মেয়েকে পড়াশোনার উপহার দিতে পারেননি। মাত্র ১২ বছর বয়সে ৬০-বছরের বৃদ্ধ ত্রিলোচন হাজরার সাথে বিবাহ হয়ে যায় মাতঙ্গিনীর, আর ১৮ বছর বয়েসের মধ্যে বিধবা হয়ে যান। মহাত্মা গান্ধীর (Mahatma Gandhi) ভারত ছাড়ো আন্দোলনে “Do or Die” ডাকে অনুপ্রাণিত হয়ে মাতঙ্গিনী স্বাধীনতা আন্দোলনে যোগ দেন।

	মহাত্মার অহিংসা ও স্বদেশী প্রত্যয়ে মাতঙ্গিনী নিজে উদ্বুদ্ধ হন এবং হাজার হাজার আরও মানুষকে এই আন্দোলনে যোগ দিতে অনুপ্রাণিত করেন। খাদি কাপড় বোনা থেকে শুরু করে স্মলপক্স মহামারীতে সমাজের সেবায় নেমে পড়া, "চৌকিদারী ট্যাক্স" রদ করার চেষ্টা করা, Civil Disobedience Movement এ অংশগ্রহণ করা, নারীদের নিয়ে "বিদ্যুৎ বাহিনী" তৈরী করে ব্রিটিশ শাসনের বিরুদ্ধে আওয়াজ ওঠানো -- এই সব কাজের মধ্যে দিয়ে মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরা আমাদের শিখিয়ে গেছেন মানুষের আসল পরিচয় পাওয়া যায় তার কর্মে, তার সামাজিক অবদানে, তার নির্ভয় নেতৃত্বে। পুলিশের গ্রেফতার ও অত্যাচার অনেকবার সহ্য করেছেন মাতঙ্গিনী, কিন্তু সেই অত্যাচার ওনাকে থামাতে পারেনি। 
	মাতঙ্গিনী হাজরার মূর্তি ১৯৭৭ সালে কলকাতায় স্থাপন করা হয় -- প্রথম মহিলার মূর্তি এই শহরে। বয়স, শিক্ষা, ধনসম্পদ নির্বিশেষে মানুষ কিভাবে দেশের মুক্তি যুদ্ধে নেমে পরে, নিজের জীবনের পরোয়া না করে, বিপ্লবের ডাকে সারা দিয়েছিলো মাতঙ্গিনী তার জ্বলন্ত দৃষ্টান্ত। প্রত্যেক বাঙালিকে এবং ভারতীয়কে এই শহীদের কাজ ও জীবন চিরদিন
	অনুপ্রেরণা যোগাবে।          
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